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The Beatitudes give us the conditions for entering God’s Kingdom, and the characteristics of those who belong in God’s Kingdom.  

Today we are considering the fourth Beatitude:  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

This one short verse brings an incredible message of hope, and a message that should bring joy to our hearts if we are believers.  Because Jesus is telling us that satisfaction is available for those who hunger and thirst.  But it is available only in Christ.  
We can all relate to this Beatitude because we all are hungry and thirsty.  We hunger and thirst not just for food and water for our bodies.  We hunger for satisfaction in life.   
The problem is that we try to fill that emptiness – that hunger deep inside – with things other than the righteousness of God.  
And we are left empty, unsatisfied and still searching and falling short.  

There are two powerful verses in the OT that talk about our tendency to spend money on things that don’t really satisfy and drink from wells that can’t hold water.  

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance” (Isaiah 55:1-2).

“Be astonished, O heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; Be very desolate, says the Lord. For My people have committed two evils. They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn for themselves cisterns – broken cisterns that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:11- 13).

We try to satisfy ourselves with money and education, and fun and entertainment and various toys.  Yet none of these things really fill the longing in our hearts.   

Pascal the great French mathematician said:  “There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every man that only God can fill.”  

C.S. Lewis writes: We are half hearted creatures, fooling around with drink and sex and ambition, when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea, we are far too easily pleased.

We fool around with so many things that do not satisfy – things that can never fill the emptiness.  We think the things of this world will satisfy, but they always end up falling short.  

Joy and peace and satisfaction is offered to us – but we are like the Prodigal Son.  He took the inheritance his father had given him, left home, and went to a far-off country where he squandered his inheritance money on riotous living, on things that did not satisfy.  When he had a lot of money he had a lot of friends and lots of parties.  But when the money was gone, so were the friends.  He went downhill in a big way.  He ended up living in a pig pen and eating the slop they ate.  It was only when he was starving that he came to his senses and went home…  

Martyn Lloyd Jones quotes J.N. Darby:  “To be hungry is not enough; I must be really starving to know what is in God’s heart towards me.  When the prodigal son was HUNGRY he went to feed upon husks, but when he was STARVING, he turned to his father.”  

In Matthew 5:6 Jesus is not talking about mere hunger and thirst.  
He is talking about being desperate for righteousness like a person so hungry and thirsty that he is starving to death and dying of thirst.  

I. This is a message of hope to unbelievers.

This is first of all a message of hope to unbelievers, people who are lost and perishing.  The emptiness that fills their lives can only be satisfied in Christ, the true Righteousness.  

In John 4 Jesus met the woman at the well, “Jesus answered and said unto her, whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:13-14). 
Only by hungering and thirsting for Christ can that void be filled.  The things of this world will not satisfy.  Only Jesus satisfies.  People keep messing around with things that only cause more pain and emptiness – when an offer of joy, peace and satisfaction is made to them in Christ, and in him alone.

Paul wrote about the Jews of his day (Romans (9:30 – 10:4) READ.  Talk about righteousness.  Philippians 3.  See comments in John Stott’s commentary on the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

ILLUSTRATION:  Enjoyed reading the newspaper article this past week about Tyson Alualu making the NFL draft this past week.  Father in and out of prison.  Came to Christ, life transformed.  Now his family is walking with God.  
II. This is also an important message to believers
“They shall be filled…”  Knowing that God has given us His righteousness as a free gift in Christ brings joy and peace to the believing heart.  
Listen to Paul’s words in Philippians…  After listing all of his accomplishments that are prized by the world, he writes…  
“I count everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.”  Philippians 3:8-9.
