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CHILDREN’S CHURCH MESSAGE

(Passport) This is a very important document.  Do you recognize it?  Yes, this is my Passport!  Wherever I go in the world, this Passport says that I am a citizen of the United States of America.  When I go to another country I must have the customs officials put a stamp in my Passport to prove I have permission to visit that country.

We are citizens of the United States.  But if you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, your true citizenship is in heaven!  
PowerPoint:  Phil. 3:20.  Let’s read this verse together.  
John 14:1-3.  Jesus is preparing a place for us and will come from heaven to take us there someday. 

PowerPoint: I Peter 2:11 – Here it says that we are ALIENS and strangers in the world.  Read the verse together.  What is an alien?  An alien is someone who lives temporarily in a place that is not his real home.  
A boy in this church asked me recently if I was an alien.  I said “yes” because the Bible says we are “aliens and strangers in this world” and heaven in our real home.   We are not to live like the people of this world do who do not know God.  We are to live in a way that is pleasing to God.

PowerPoint: II Corinthians 5:20.   This verse says we are ambassadors for Christ.  Let’s read this verse!  What is an ambassador?  An ambassador is sent to another country to represent his king in that country.    

If someone were to ask you “Where are you from?”  You could say, “I am a citizen of heaven.”  
And if they asked, “What do you do?”  You could say, “I am an ambassador for Christ!”  
Then you can say, “Would you like to know how you can become a citizen of heaven?”  You can show them the Wordless Book!    

Let’s say it together.  “I am a citizen of heaven.”  And again, “I am an ambassador for Christ.”  
SERMON

Over the past few Sundays we have been looking at the words of our Lord Jesus in the Beatitudes.  The Beatitudes are the “beautiful attitudes” of the kingdom.  They describe the character of those who are true children of God. 

The first four Beatitudes focus primarily on our relationship to God, and the second four on our relationship to other people.

Today we come to the fifth Beatitude:  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”

John Claypool tells the story of a small town businessman who had identical twin boys.  They were so close they even dressed alike.  When their father died they took over the family business.  They got along so well their relationship was considered “a model of creative collaboration.”   
One day, because he was busy, one of the brothers neglected to ring up a sale and absentmindedly left a dollar bill on top of the cash register while he went to the front of the store to wait on another customer.  

Remembering the dollar, he returned to deposit it only to find that the dollar bill was gone!  He asked his brother if he had seen it, but the brother said he had not.

An hour later he asked his brother again, but this time he asked with an obvious note of suspicion.  His brother became angry and defensive.

Every time they tried to discuss the matter after that, the conflict only grew worse.

Finally, the incredible outcome of the argument over the dollar bill was the dissolution of their partnership!  They installed a partition down the middle of the store and began two competing businesses.  

This continued for twenty years.  It was an open, divisive sore in the community.

One day a car with an out-of-state license pulled up in front of the stores.  A well-dressed man entered one brother’s shop – and asked how long the store had been there.

Learning it had been twenty years, he said, “Then you are the one I have to settle an old score with.”  These were his words…
“About twenty years ago I was out of work, drifting from place to place, and I happened to get off a boxcar in your town.  I had absolutely no money and had not eaten for three days.

“As I was walking down the alley behind your store, I looked in and saw a dollar bill on the top of the cash register.

“Everyone else was in the front of the store.  I had been raised in a Christian home and I had never before in all my life stolen anything, but that morning I was so hungry I gave in to the temptation, slipped through the door, and took that dollar bill.

“That act has weighed on my conscience ever since, and I finally decided that I would never be at peace until I came back and faced up to that old sin and made amends.  Would you let me now replace that money and pay you whatever is appropriate for damages?”
When the stranger finished his confession, he was amazed to see the old store owner shaking his head in deep sorrow and beginning to weep.

Finally the old man gained control and, taking the gentleman by the arm, asked him to go to the store next door and tell its owner the same story.  The stranger complied.  Only this time two old men who looked almost identical wept side by side.

We don’t know whether these two brothers were believers or even churchgoers.  

But whatever their spiritual profession their merciless, unforgiving spirits revealed hearts that had never understood the mercy of God.  

If they had really understood the grace and mercy of God, they themselves would have been merciful.
John Stott says, “Our God is a merciful God – and the citizens of His kingdom must show mercy too… We cannot claim to have repented of our sins if we are unmerciful towards the sins of others.”

So this fifth Beatitude, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” is the perfect medicine for anyone who is struggling with bitterness.  

1. What does the word MERCIFUL mean?  The basic idea of the Greek word translated “merciful” is “to give help to the wretched, to relieve the miserable.”  
Notice Psalm 41:4:  “I said, LORD, be merciful to me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against you.”

Grace and mercy are closely related.  They are often used together.  

Nehemiah 9:31:  “Nevertheless for your great mercies sake you did not utterly consume them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.” 
· Grace is shown to the UNDESERVING.  Grace is a loving response to those who don’t deserve it.

· Mercy is compassion to the MISERABLE.  If Grace is a loving response to the undeserving.  Then Mercy is a loving response to the miserable.  

The synonym for mercy is compassion.    

But mercy is not simply feeling compassion.  Mercy exists when something is done to alleviate the distress.

Jesus made this perfectly clear in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers… READ 30-35.  “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:36-37.

Mercy sees the distress (33).  It responds with a heart of compassion (33).  It makes a practical effort to relieve the distress (34).  It does this even when the person in distress is by religion and race an enemy (33).  “But a Samaritan…”  Samaritans were half-breed Jews who were hated by the Jewish people.  So a half-breed Jew stopped to help a man who hated him.

2. Mercy is compassion in ACTION.
Mercy means active goodwill.  There was preacher in England who happened to come across a friend whose horse had just been accidentally killed.  While the crowd expressed words of sympathy, the preacher stepped forward and said, “I’m sorry five pounds.  How much are you sorry?”  And then he passed the hat.  

True mercy demands action.

3. Mercy is FORGIVING.

New Testament scholar Robert Guelich shows that especially in this Beatitude “merciful” describes someone who forgives and pardons another who is in the wrong.

This aspect of mercy is illustrated in the way Joseph treated his brothers.  

Remember that the only reason they had not murdered him was that as they were ready to kill him, they saw a caravan coming and decided to sell him as a slave instead.

Years later when Joseph had his guilty brothers literally “at his mercy.” He showed them exactly that!

He had compassion on them.  He wept for their misery.

And then he took action as he met their needs.

And there was forgiveness as he restored them all to his grace, saying, “You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.”  (Genesis 50:20).  

The merciful person remembers his own sin and God’s mercy to him, he understands the weaknesses of others and he forgives.  

W.E. Sangster, the long-time pastor of Westminster Central Hall in London wrote:  “It was Christmas time in our home.  One of my guests had come a couple of days early and saw me sending off the last of my Christmas cards.  He was startled to see a certain name and address.  “Surely, you are not sending a greeting card to HIM,” he said.  “Why not?” I asked.  “But you remember….” He began, “eighteen months ago…..”  I remembered, then, the thing the man had publicly said about me, but I remembered also resolving at the time with God’s help…to FORGET.  And God had “made” me forget!  I mailed the card. 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful…”  Their beautiful attitude is the attitude I approve of.

The reason the merciful are blessed is that “they will be shown mercy.”  The word “they” in the phrase is emphatic:  “Blessed are the merciful, for they [they alone] will be shown mercy.”  
4. Why will only merciful people find mercy from God?

Some people have completely missed the point here.  They think the Beatitude teaches that we can MERIT God’s mercy by performing ACTS OF MERCY.

But the Bible clearly contradicts this.  The Bible teaches that salvation is by grace alone apart from works.  Ephesians 2:8-9.  

So what does this mean?  It means that those who are truly God’s children, are objects of his mercy, and as objects of God’s mercy, they will themselves be merciful and in the end they will receive mercy.  

Showing mercy is EVIDENCE we have received mercy.  
Jesus said, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  (Matthew 6:14, 15). 

If we refuse to be merciful and forgiving, there is only one reason – we have never understood the grace of mercy of Jesus Christ.  We are still outside of God’s grace and we are still unforgiven.

When God’s grace comes into our hearts it makes us merciful and forgiving. 

Forgiveness DEMONSTRATES whether we have been forgiven.  

Jesus taught this in the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.  Matthew 18:21-35.  The servant owed his master a huge sum – about 20 million dollars in today’s currency.  The debt was impossible to repay, so he pleaded with his master who, with astonishing compassion, forgave him the entire debt.
But then the wicked servant went out, found one of his fellow servants who owed him about $2,000 dollars, and threw him into prison.

When the other slaves reported this injustice to their master, he called the wicked slave:  “You wicked servant, he said, I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant Justas I had on you?  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”   (Matthew 18:32-35).   

Who is the YOU?  Jesus is warning religious people who attend church, who can give all the right answers, who lead an outwardly moral life, but who hold grudges toward others.  He is warning those who will not forgive their relatives or fellow workers.  He is warning the person who holds on to hatred and animosity and malice in their heart toward others.  

It is a warning to take stock of your life.  If you can go on with no desire to forgive others who have offended you, your soul is in danger.

You may find forgiveness very difficult, especially if you are still in shock over the offense.  But if you are truly a child of God you can forgive and you will forgive.  Forgiveness is a sign of God’s grace at work in you.    
You can’t go on living like the miserable brothers who divided for twenty years over a dollar bill.

Corrie ten Boom tells in her book The Hiding Place of a post-war meeting with one of the guards from the concentration camp where her sister died and where she had experienced horrible indignities at the hands of the guards.

 It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck.  He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time.  And suddenly it was all there – the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.
He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing.  “How grateful I am for your message, Fraulein,” he said.  “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine.  And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal about the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.

Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them.  Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more?  Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.

I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand.  I could not.  I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity.  And so again I breathed a silent prayer.  Jesus, I cannot forgive him.  Give me YOUR forgiveness.  

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened.  From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.”

Forgiveness is possible for the most terrible wounds.  

If you are a Christian, no matter what the wrong done to you, you can forgive.

By God’s grace you can forgive the wrong done to you.  

For the sake of your soul you must forgive.

When we began this study of the Beatitudes we observed that they were given so that we could discover two things:  1. The reality of our faith.  2. The health of our spiritual lives.

In the searchlight of this Beatitude:  
· Is your salvation real?  
· Are you merciful?  
· Are you forgiving?  
· Or do you hold onto grudges?

If you find yourself holding on to grudges and nurturing feelings of hatred and bitterness toward others:

· Do what the sinner did in Luke 18 – CONFESS your sin.

· Affirm your faith in Christ as your only hope of salvation.

· Rest in His mercy

· Thank Him for saving you.

· Admit your need to Him.

Say, “Father, I know your mercy.  I have been merciful at times.  But Lord, I need more compassion, I need to forgive.  Help me to forgive those who have wrong me.  I know this is your will for me.”  

Then determine to forgive those who have wronged you.  Do it this week!  
