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The Beatitudes are descriptions of the qualities that are found in the lives of those who belong to the kingdom of heaven.  They are the “beautiful attitudes” of the true children of God.

The first seven Beatitudes fit a beautiful pattern.  

Verse 6 is the central statement:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  The first three Beatitudes lead up to it, and the next three flow from it. 

In the first three it is as though we are going up one side of a mountain.  We reach the summit, and then we come down the other side.

The first three emphasize a deep awareness of our need.  
· You start by becoming poor in spirit, 
· Out of that comes mourning over sin.  

· When you see yourself as a total sinner, you become humble and meek before God.    
At that point you cry out for righteousness.  
Then God comes with His wonderful answer – that we will be filled, fully satisfied.  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

From there on we are looking at the result of being filled.  
We become merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers.

After that comes the final Beatitude:  “persecuted for righteousness sake.”  As Paul reminded Timothy: “All who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Tim. 3:12).  But we have the assurance that those who suffer because of righteousness are blessed.  They are citizens of the only kingdom that will last – the Kingdom of Heaven.  

But there is an even closer correspondence.  Notice how the first three relate to the three that follow the fourth Beatitude.  The first and the FIFTH, the second and the SIXTH and the third and the SEVENTH fit together.

POOR IN SPIRIT – MERCIFUL.  It is the person who is POOR IN SPIRIT who realizes he is nothing but a beggar in the sight of God, who will reach out and be MERCIFUL to others.  

The statement we will be looking at today “Blessed are the Pure in Heart” corresponds with the second Beatitude – “Blessed are those who mourn.”
MOURN – PURE IN HEART.  You can’t become PURE IN HEART until you first of all MOURN about the impurity of your heart.  

What did they mourn about?  They were mourning about their sinfulness.  
Who are the Pure in Heart?  The pure in heart are those who are mourning about the impurity of their hearts.  
The only way to have a pure heart is to realize that you have an impure heart – and to mourn about it so much that you do the only thing that can cleanse and purify your heart.  You come to Christ to be cleansed by His blood, shed on the cross.    

MEEK – PEACEMAKERS.  Peacemakers are those who are meek.  If a person is not MEEK he is not likely to be a PEACEMAKER.  
TRANSITION:  So today we are looking at the sixth Beatitude:  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”  
I. BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART…
This Beatitude is a condensation of PSALM 24:3-4:  “Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  Who may stand in his holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.  He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 
THE FIRST THING we learn from this Beatitude is that Jesus is very concerned about our heart.  It is not enough to clean up your act on the outside.  He is concerned about your heart.  
1. JESUS IS CONCERNED ABOUT OUR HEARTS
In Matthew 23:27-28, Jesus said to the Pharisees and teachers of the law:  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” 
They were most concerned about the external rituals and ceremonies of Judaism, but they forgot about the weightier matters of the law – to love God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself. 
They were concerned about the outside, but ignored the inside:  The Pharisees would have said:  “Blessed are the outwardly clean, for they shall see God.”  But Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they (and they alone) shall see God.”

YOUR HEART IS WHAT YOU ARE ON THE INSIDE – where nobody can see but God.  
What you are on the inside matters to God as much as what you are on the outside.  I SAMUEL 16:7:  “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  
The aim of Jesus is not simply to reform the MANNERS of society, but to change the HEARTS OF SINNERS LIKE YOU AND ME.  

God’s Word says our HEARTS are like fountains out of which everything else flows.  PROVERBS 4:23 says, “Above all else, GUARD your HEART, for from it flow the springs of life.”  This means your heart governs all you do.  Your words and actions are just a manifestation of what is in your heart.  The whole direction of your life is determined by your heart.    

JESUS SAID OUR HEART THAT IS THE CAUSE OF ALL OUR TROUBLES.  

Remember how he put it in MATTHEW 15:18:  “…the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart…For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  These are what make a man unclean…”
In MATTHEW 12:33-34 Jesus said, “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.  … For out of the overflow of the HEART the mouth speaks.” 

So the HEART is crucial to Jesus.  That is what he cares about most.
He did not come into this world just because we have some BAD HABITS that need to be BROKEN.  He came into the world because we have DIRTY HEARTS that need to be PURIFIED.

2. WHAT DOES JESUS MEAN BY A “PURE” HEART?

The word “pure” has two main meanings.  
(1) The first meaning is to be CLEANSED from defilement.  A pure heart is a CLEANSED heart.  
In REVELATION 21:27 the Apostle John tells us concerning the people who are to be admitted into the heavenly Jerusalem, “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”  
Nothing unclean or impure will enter the heavenly Jerusalem.  
The second main meaning of this word is UNMIXED or UNDIVIDED.  
William Barclay in his book on New Testament Words tells us that this word was used in Greek literature to describe metal that was not mixed with a lower quality metal, or water that was clear, or sometimes of feelings that are not mixed.  

So in this Beatitude a pure heart means a heart that is no longer divided.  
One of the best definitions of purity is found in PSALM 86:11:  “Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an UNDIVIDED HEART, that I may fear your name.”

(2) A pure heart is a single-minded or UNDIVIDED heart.    
It is a heart that is undivided in its devotion to God – a heart that is totally FOCUSED ON GOD.  

Soren Kierkegaard wrote a book called Purity of Heart Is to Will One Thing.  That is not a bad definition – as long as we understand that the one thing we WILL is the GLORY OF GOD.   

PURITY OF HEART ACCORDING TO JAMES:  You can see THIS IDEA OF PURITY in James 4:8:  “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”  Notice how the men are described who need to purify their hearts, “double-minded men.”  That is they are men that WILL TWO THINGS, not just ONE THING.  

The impurity of double-mindedness is explained in James 4:4:  You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”  

So the double-minded man of verse 8 has his heart divided between the world and God.  He is like a wife who has a husband and a boyfriend.  

Purity of heart on the other hand is to WILL ONE THING, namely full and total allegiance to God.
PURITY OF HEART ACCORDING TO THE LORD JESUS:  If you ask, where did Jesus explain purity of heart in this way?  The answer would be MATTHEW 22:37:  “You shall love the Lord your God WITH ALL YOUR HEART…”
Not with part of your heart.  Not with a double or divided heart.  That would be impurity.  Purity is no double-mindedness, no divided allegiance.  

If you want to be pure in heart, pursue God with utter single-mindedness.

PURITY OF HEART ACCORDING TO DAVID:  The Psalmist David expressed an undivided heart in Psalm 57:7 – “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast…”   KJV:  My heart is fixed O God, my heart is fixed.”  He had a focused heart.     

Alexander Maclaren preached a sermon on this verse titled, “The Fixed Heart.”  He provided these words of wisdom:  “For a fixed heart I must have a fixed determination and not a mere fluctuating and soon broken intention.  I must have a steadfast affection and not merely a fluttering love like some butterfly that lights now on this and now on that sweet flower… I must have a continuous realization of my dependence upon God and of God’s sweet sufficiency going with me all through the dusty day…”  
In this Psalm David ‘s heart is focused on God, not primarily on his problems. David wants God to be exalted in his own personal circumstances AND by the way he trusts and praises him even in difficulties.  Verse 5, 11:  “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.”  
The world is thrilled when human beings are exalted.  But those who know God are thrilled when God is exalted.    

Yesterday I watched the live broadcast of a funeral service held for a beloved Christian man, Wally Norling.  He was a man with a heart totally focused on God.  He was one of David’s mentors.  David met with him every week on Tuesdays.  One day David came to see him, and he said, “David, the doctor says I have two weeks to two months to live.  Lord willing, I’ll see you next Tuesday…”  
Just a couple of weeks before he died they videotaped his testimony.  As a young man of 28 he was going through great difficulties.  It was the most painful time of his life.  He was on the verge of a nervous breakdown.  
But through that very deep time of suffering he learned that he could trust in God’s wonderful love and acceptance of him.  He saw that God had accepted Him and he had nothing to prove to anyone else.  
It changed his life.  He came out of that time of suffering with three life-goals:

1. Have nothing to prove

2. Be transparent

3. Be secure

Since that time he has influenced thousands of people.  His mission in life was simply helping other people understand how much they are loved and accepted by God in Christ.  His only purpose was to trust the Lord and live to glorify Him.  
He had NOTHING TO PROVE.  He was TRANSPARENT.  He never pretended to be someone he was not.  His heart was focused on the Lord.  He knew that the power of the gospel is manifested in humility, gentleness, and patience.  He was SECURE in God’s love for Him.  

When he knew that he had only a few days or weeks to live, he was asked:  When you got that news that the doctors could do nothing for you, and that you had a short time to live, HOW DID YOU FEEL?  

Wally:  “I could have sung the HALLELUJAH CHORUS right then!  With the prospect of leaving this world and entering into the Lord’s very presence, how could you be anything but elated?”
Todd:  Why do you have so much confidence?

Wally:  Because the blood of Jesus Christ is good enough.  I don’t need more than that.  The blood of Jesus has washed away my sin.

THAT BRINGS US TO THE LAST STATEMENT OF THIS BEATITUDE:  “Blessed are the pure in heart (those whose minds and feelings and actions are totally focused on God) – for they (and they alone) shall see God.”  

II. “…FOR THEY (and they alone) WILL SEE GOD”

What does it mean to see God?  To see God means to be admitted to his presence. After the plague of darkness on Egypt, Pharaoh exploded to Moses with these words: "Get away from me; take heed to yourself; never see my face again; for in the day you see my face you shall die." Moses said, "As you say! I will not see your face again." (Exodus 10:28–29) 
When a king says, "You will never see my face again," he means, "I will never grant you admission again into my presence."   In the same way we call the doctor today and say, "Can I see Dr. so and so today?" We don't mean, “Can I see a picture of him?” We mean, “Can I have an appointment to be with him?” 

So this means the pure in heart will be ADMITTED TO HIS PRESENCE. 

THE PURE IN HEART are going to see God and bask in His eternal glory forever and ever.  
III.
HOW CAN WE HAVE A PURE HEART?  
Only God can make our hearts pure.  God does this for all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ:   “Jesus Christ…gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to PURIFY for himself a people that are his very own…” (Titus 2:14).
1. When we trust Christ as our Savior, God imputes the righteousness of Christ to us (Romans 5:1)
2. He gives us a new heart (Ezekiel 36:25-27)

3. He gives us His Holy Spirit to come and indwell our hearts (John 7:38-39)
4. God begins His powerful work of transforming us to the image of His Son (Romans 8:28-30)
5. Because we have this hope in us, we will also want to purify ourselves now in preparation for what we will be:  “We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”  (I John 3:1-3; Philippians 2:12-13).

