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Let’s read the Beatitudes together in Matthew 5:1-10.

The Beatitudes are not intended to be a series of suggestions on how to make the world a better place.  The Beatitudes are given to describe the character of those who are true children of God.  
The qualities that Jesus mentions in the Beatitudes are not natural to any of us; they are the product of heart transformed by the grace of God.  
One after the other the Beatitudes keep telling us that we need a new heart.  
Our hearts have to be changed if we are going to experience the blessings of eternity in fellowship with God!          

We saw last week how beautifully the Beatitudes fit together (Show power point slide).  
The transformation of our hearts begins when we are brought by God to the point of being POOR IN SPIRIT – acknowledging our total bankruptcy before God.  Realizing we have nothing in ourselves to commend us to God.  As we come face to face with our true condition we MOURN (“What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?” Rom. 7:24).  Our hearts are no longer proud, we become HUMBLE AND MEEK and submissive to God and His Word; and gentle and humble toward others.  
We come to God HUNGERING AND THIRSTING for righteousness.  We receive God’s righteousness as an undeserved gift, and our character begins to be transformed…  
We become MERCIFUL (We show mercy to others because God has shown so much mercy to us) … We become PURE IN HEART (“Purity of heart is to will one thing” Soren Kierkegaard – that one thing is the glory of God.  “Give me an undivided heart…” Psalm 86:11) - A heart focused on God and desiring to glorify him.  “I eagerly expect and hope that … Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” Phil 1:20.  It is not about you any more – it’s all about Him.  Because your greatest desire is that God be glorified through your life and your circumstances, you become a PEACEMAKER in your relationships with others.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God”
1. WHAT IS A PEACEMAKER?
Definition:  A peacemaker is someone who is actively working to RECONCILE men to GOD and to ONE ANOTHER.  
In II Corinthians 5:18-21 Paul says, we are “ministers of reconciliation” who have been given the “message of reconciliation.” 

We desperately need peacemakers today.  There is so much misunderstanding, bitterness, anger, slander, lying, and hatred in the world.  We see everywhere ruined marriages, broken friendships, shattered relationships, broken promises – ethnic groups at war, and nations in arms.  Every day we see children estranged from their parents, husbands and wives in divorce courts, neighbors who won’t speak to each others, employers who don’t trust their employees and employees who cheat their employers.  

There is a need for racial reconciliation, and marital and family reconciliation, reconciliation in the workplace, reconciliation nationally and reconciliation internationally.

But the greatest need of all is to reconcile men and women to God.  

That is the heart of the Gospel.  

That is the reason Jesus came to this earth.

And that is why the church exists in the world

Other organizations exist to try to solve human problems.  But the church exists to solve the greatest problem of all – the BARRIER that exists between God and man.

Only the Gospel can bridge that gap.

2. THE GREATEST PEACEMAKER IS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
Jesus makes peace between GOD and man – by removing the barrier of sin that separates us from God (Colossians 1:19-20)

Nothing was cheap about his peacemaking.  The Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 1:19-20:  “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  The Apostle Peter says, “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”  (I Peter 1:18-19).  
Jesus not only became the source of peace with God.  He also became the source of peace among men. 

Jesus makes peace between MAN and man – by bringing men into a right relationship with God and making them members together in God’s family  (Ephesians 2:12-19).

Ephesians 2:12-19:  “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility…  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household.”  
3. EVERY CHRISTIAN IS MEANT TO BE A PEACEMAKER

According to this Beatitude, every Christian is meant to be a peacemaker.  

Jesus says “Blessed are the peacemakers – for they will be called “sons of God.”  

Sons of God bear a family resemblance to their Father and He is a peace-loving and peace-making God! (Romans 16:20; I Thessalonians 5:23)

There is a slight difference between “sons of God” and “children of God.”  In Jewish thought, “son” often bears the meaning “partaker of the character of.”  If someone calls you the “son of a dog,” that is not a reflection on your parents.  It is a reflection on you.  It means you partake of the character of a dog!  

Thus “son of God” emphasizes your character.  It means you reflect your Father’s wonderful peacemaking character.  
When Jesus says, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God," he is not telling us how to become a son of God. He simply says that sons of God are in fact peacemakers – because they reflect the character of their Father.  They will be recognized on the day of judgment for what they are. 
To see how to become sons of God we can look, for example, at John 1:12 and Galatians 3:26. John 1:12 says, "To all who received him (Jesus), to all who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God."   And Galatians 3:26 says, "For in Christ we are all sons of God through faith."   
People who have become sons of God take on the character of their heavenly Father.  Peacemaking is not a natural human quality.  It is the character of God reflected in those who belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.    
No one can become a true peacemaker until he has found peace with God.  By nature we are enemies of God and enemies of one another.  Our hearts have to be changed.  

Titus 3:3-6:  “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.  We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”    
Sons of God are indwelt by the Spirit of God and the fruit of the Spirit is Peace! (Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:14; Gal 5:22) 

When the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in our hearts, He begins to mold and change our character so that we become gentle and humble and loving.

Paul says in Galatians 4:6, “Since we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba! Father!”  

In Romans 8:14, “All who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.”  

And being led by the Spirit of God includes bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  
Galatians 5:22:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, PEACE, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control…”  
And those who bear the fruit of peace are the sons of God. 

If we are not peacemakers but trouble makers there is a high probability that we are not true children of God, regardless of what we claim.
That brings us to the next point…

4. WHAT ARE PEACEMAKERS LIKE?

There are many wonderful passages we could consider.  We could consider Matthew 5:43-48 which is in your outline.  For the sake of time let’s move to James…
Listen to James 3:14-18 – “If you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”   

· A peacemaker is GENTLE
· A peacemaker is  TOLERANT   
· A peacemaker is  HUMBLE
· A peacemaker is  LOVING
The Book of Ephesians is divided into two basic parts:  First part is chapters 1-3.  Here we learn about the power of the Gospel to transform lives.  Beginning in chapter 4 we see how the power of the Gospel is manifested in our lives:  

Ephesians 4:1-3:  “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in LOVE.  Make every effort to keep the UNITY of the Spirit through the bond of PEACE.”   

5. PEACEMAKING IS COSTLY AND PAINFUL
Peacemaking is not easy.  It is costly … time consuming … painful…and emotionally exhausting.  Those who do it will often be misunderstood and misrepresented.  In 1781 Ben Franklin wrote to John Adams, “Blessed are the peacemakers is, I suppose, for another world.  In this world they are frequently cursed.” 

God made peace with us at immense cost, even at the price of the life-blood of his only Son.  We too – in lesser ways – will find peacemaking painful…

Many examples could be given of peace through pain.  
· The pain of APOLOGIZING to the person we may have injured.
· The pain of REBUKING the person who has injured us (Luke 17:3)

“If your brother sins, REBUKE him, and if he repents, forgive him.”  
Sometimes peacemaking won’t work at all….
6. PEACEMAKING IS NOT THE SAME AS PEACE-ACHIEVING

Romans 12:18 is very important at this point. When Paul wrote to the Romans he exhorted them, "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone." 
That is the goal of a peacemaker: "If possible, so far as it depends on you . . .” 
Sometimes it isn’t possible.  Don't let the rupture in the relationship be your fault. 
He admits that there will be times that standing for the truth will make it impossible.
Jesus said in Matthew 10:34-35, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law – a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household .”

In other words, you must love peace and work for peace. You must pray for your enemies, and do good to them, and long for the barriers between you to be overcome. 
But you must never abandon your allegiance to me and my word, no matter how much animosity it brings down on your head. You are not guilty; you are not in the wrong if your life of obedience and your message of love and truth elicit hostility from some and affirmation from others. 

7. ARE YOU A PEACEMAKER OR A PEACE-BREAKER?
A missionary doctor described the challenge of living on a mission compound in India.  He mentioned one woman whom he described as a “peace-breaker.”

“She breaks the peace by talking too much.  She gossips and chatters and offers her opinion about everyone and everything and gets people all stirred up.”

Could that be said of you?

There isn’t much peace in the world today.  
In your personal relationships are you a peacemaker or a peace-breaker?

Peacemakers bear a family resemblance that even the people of the world can see.  

We are called as believers to go into the world as God’s peacemakers!  Reconciling … intervening…uniting… listening… doing what we can to bring God’s gracious peace into every situation.
This kind of person is so rare in the world that when people see a peacemaker they say, “There goes a son of God!”  And God smiles from heaven and says, “That’s one of my boys.”

Seven hundred years ago a remarkable man was born.  He was the son of an Italian cloth merchant and destined to be a knight.  But he gave all that up and chose instead to wear a ragged cloak tied with a rope borrowed from a scarecrow.  He spent his days preaching and giving to others.  History records that he was a noble, kind, humble, Christ-like man.  He was one of the greatest Christians who ever lived.  We know him today as St. Francis of Assisi.  Centuries after his death someone translated one of his prayers into English.  Later it was set to music.  

“Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace

Where there is hatred, let me sow love

Where there is injury, pardon,

Where there is doubt, faith

Where there is despair, hope

Where there is darkness, light

Where there is sadness, joy

“O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console

To be understood as to understand

To be loved as to love

“For it is in giving that we receive

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.”

