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Here at Mililani Community Church we believe in the Blessed Hope – that at the end of the age Jesus Christ will return to this earth, personally, visibly, physically – and SUDDENLY, in power and great glory.  

He will gather His elect, raise the dead, judge the nations and establish His kingdom on the earth.  Revelation 11:15 speaks of this: “The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: The kingdom of his world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.”

The King is coming back to this earth, but the power and influence of that coming Kingdom is visible already on the earth.

It is visible where the world would least expect to see it.  It is visible in ordinary people whose lives have been transformed by the power of the gospel.  
In the Beatitudes, we have seen the CHARACTER of those who belong to that Kingdom.  They are poor in spirit, they are meek, they hunger and thirst for righteousness, they are merciful and forgiving, they are pure in heart, they are peacemakers – just the opposite of the bitterness, rivalry, strife and quarreling that is so prevalent in the world today.  In fact, they are so different from the world that the world sees them as a threat to its own way and it persecutes them.  But they are loyal to Christ and have their hearts set on heaven, and they are willing joyfully to suffer for His Name.    

In the very next paragraph of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says that these free and joyful people, who often seem so insignificant to the world, have a powerful influence:  they are the "salt of the earth" and "the light of the world"!!!! 

What salt and light were to life in the first century – Christians are today in the society in which they live.  
The IMPLICATION of Jesus’ words is that the secular society in which we live is a dark place and a decaying place.  But God has put us here as his kingdom people to be salt and light:  SALT – to act as a purifying and preserving agent to hinder the spread of moral decay; and LIGHT – to illuminate the darkness.  The world is BAD – and that’s why it needs salt; the world is DARK – and that’s why it needs light.  Jesus says that our calling in this world as Christians is to be BOTH – Salt and Light.     
I. YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH – Verse 13.  
These words are so famous they have become a proverb in our English language.  A person who is considered to be genuine and honest and good is often described as a “salt of the earth” type of person.  
· Salt was BASIC to MANY economies of the ancient world.  
· Salt was SUCH a highly valued commodity that Roman soldiers were sometimes paid in salt.  
· The word “salary” comes from the Latin word “salarium” means “salt money.”   
· Greek slave traders often bartered SALT for slaves, which gave rise to the expression that someone was “not worth his salt.”  
Throughout history salt has had TWO PRIMARY USES.  
FIRST, salt is used as a seasoning.  Salt permeates and flavors food and makes it taste better.  
SECOND, salt is a preservative.  Salt helps keep food from rotting.  It does not prevent the process of decay, but it slows it down and prevents its spread.  Meat left to itself will spoil very rapidly.  But if you cure it with salt it will last a long, long time.  Salt also PURIFIES.  Doctors urge patients to gargle with salt water to cleanse and purify their throat. Salt also STINGS on an open wound.  It acts as an ANTISEPTIC and prevents gangrene from setting in and helps the healing process.  So salt has a permeating, purifying and preserving influence.  

What did Jesus mean by calling Christians the salt of the earth?  

Jesus meant that Christians are the salt that preserves a morally decaying world. 

In the first century they had no refrigerators or freezers, or ice making machines.  Refrigeration and the canning foods were only invented in the past 200 years.  

The only way to keep meat from spoiling and rotting was to preserve it with salt.  SALT was necessary as a means of preserving food and keeping it from decaying.  That is what made it so valuable.   

When Jesus says that his disciples are “the salt of the earth” he is implying that the world is in the process of moral and spiritual decay – like a piece of rotting meat. 
Followers of Christ are of great value, because they are a PRESERVING INFLUENCE in society, to hinder that moral decay and preserve society from total corruption.  If the world was left to itself it would NOT GET BETTER, it would only ROT and DETERIORATE.  

The end of Romans 1 gives us a grim picture of what happens when a society suppresses (out of love for evil) the truth it knows about God.  That society deteriorates.  Its values and standards steadily decline until it becomes utterly corrupt and stinks in the nostrils of God.” (Stott, 65).  
God has put Christians in society to retard this process.  The presence of Christians makes a school, a workplace, a neighborhood or a home, a less fertile soil for ungodly influences.  Christians are like a “moral disinfectant” stopping the spread of evil.  We become the conscience of the community, speaking out for what is true and right.  Whenever Christians are conscientious citizens, they are acting like salt in a community.   
Notice that Jesus goes on to say:  “But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.”

Strictly speaking, salt cannot lose its saltiness.  Sodium Chloride (salt) is a stable compound.  But salt can lose its taste by being contaminated by impurities.  Then it is good for nothing except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

Our ability to influence the world depends on our being DISTINCT from the world, not IDENTICAL to the world.  Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones emphasizes this:  “The glory of the gospel is that when the Church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it.  It is then that the world is made to listen to her message, though it may hate it at first.”  

If we become contaminated by the impurities of the world and become like the world, we lose our influence.  No wonder the church has lost so much of its influence and impact today.  There are many reasons, but I believe the main reason is we are often no longer that different from the world.  God intends for us to be the salt that preserves a decaying world, not become decayed by the world.  Jesus warned us that when our lives are no different from the world, we are useless.  We might as well be discarded like salt that has lost its saltiness.  

Many Christians want to isolate themselves from the world – remain in our cozy little salt shakers.  But God does not want us to avoid the world or retreat from the world.  Just as salt purifies and preserves and permeates, God wants us to permeate the world, as His cleansing and preserving agents.  He wants us to get out of our salt shakers and INTO THE SOUP, as someone has said.
Martin Luther pointed out that one of the qualities of salt is that salt bites and stings.  Jesus did not say you are the HONEY of the world.  He said:  “You are the SALT of the earth.”  Luther said, “Salting has to bite.  Although they criticize us as biters, we know that this is how it has to be and that Christ has commanded the salt to be sharp and continually caustic…If you want to preach the Gospel and help people, you must be sharp and rub salt into their wounds…”  
In other words we should take a stand boldly for what is true, good and decent, in our community, in our business, in our profession and in our national life.  We need to rub the salt of God’s truth into the wounds of the world.  It may sting and they may not like it – but world desperately needs it.  
I love the story of what happened here in Hawaii when Queen Kaahumanu became a Christian.  All of Hawaii was changed and transformed for the better.  The immoral sailors and corrupt businessmen and others did not like it.  They persecuted the missionaries, because they blamed them for the Queen becoming a Christian.  But her influence lifted the standards and values of the people of Hawaii.  

It is commonly understood by historians that the only thing that saved England from a revolution as horrible and bloody as the French revolution was the revival that swept through England under the preaching of men like John Wesley and George Whitefield during the 18th century.  The masses of people that came to Christ through that revival powerfully impacted all of society and changed the course of history.  William Wilberforce came to Christ as a result of the 18th century revival.  He was an evangelical Member of Parliament in England between 1787-1833, who almost single-handedly was instrumental in abolishing the slave trade.   
TRANS:  But that is not the whole story.  Listen to the next three verses from Matthew 5: “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
II. YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Fallen human beings need more than barricades to stop them from becoming as bad as they could be.  They need new life that the gospel brings.  They need to be born again.  So our second calling as Christians is to the “the light of the world.”
The dictionary defines light as “a source of illumination.”  So to be the light of the world means to ILLUMINATE the darkness.  

How does light illuminate the darkness?

Light reveals reality.  Darkness distorts reality.  Everything looks different.  It is only when you turn on the light that you see things as they really are.  We understand reality in the light of the gospel.  We understand who God is, who man is, what the world is, what the future is, what heaven is and what hell is.  We learn what is right and what is wrong.  

Light shows the way out.  There is a way out of darkness, death, hell, and hopelessness.  What is it?  The way out is a person, the Lord Jesus Christ!  God has provided only one way out of the darkness – in the person of Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but by me.”  II Cor. 5:21:  “God made him who knew no sin to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.”  
1. We are called to share the gospel – to show people reality, to show the way to God, and lead them out of the darkness into the light.  And….
2. We are also called to live a life worthy of the gospel.

To let our light shine before men, we must actively decide to illuminate the spiritual darkness around us by the BOLDNESS of our speech and the BEAUTY of our life.  
· We are not to be like a cozy little secluded village in a valley, but like a city set on a hill that can’t be hid – and like a brightly shining lamp on a lampstand that illuminates a whole room.

· We are to allow the light of Christ within us to shine out from us so that people may see it.    
Jesus says two things will happen when you let your light shine before men.  

1. They will see your good works

The word for “good” is KALOS.  It means attractive or beautiful or lovely.  Jesus is saying that people will be attracted by the beauty of your life.  If your light is shining brightly they will be drawn to you and to your Lord.  
· When you say a good word for Jesus – that is a good work.  
· When you stop and smile at someone – and make them glad they came to church today because you show you care, that is a good work.  
· When you bake a pie and give it to a neighbor, or stop by the hospital to see how a friend is getting along, when to stop to help someone get their car started – these are all good works.  

Good works cover everything a Christian says and does because he is a Christian.   It includes every outward and visible manifestation of your Christian faith.  
Good works cover DEEDS OF LOVE as well as faith – Good works are all the practical and visible deeds of compassion for others.      
Perhaps you have heard this poem.  It’s called “The Living Sermon” by Edgar Guest.  It drives this point home:

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day.

I’d rather one would walk with me than merely tell the way.

The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear.

Fine counsel is confusing but example’s always clear.

The best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds.

For to see good put in action, is what everybody needs.

I soon can learn to do it, if you’ll let me see it done.

I can watch your hands in action, your tongue too fast may run.

The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true.

But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do.

For I might misunderstand you, and the high advice you give.

But there’s no misunderstanding, how you act and how you live.
There is a second thing that happens when you let your light shine before men:

2. They will give God the credit

It is when people see these things that you do, Jesus said, that they will praise your Father in Heaven – because the things you do EMBODY the good news of HIS LOVE that you proclaim.  Without them the gospel loses credibility.  
Did you notice that the word “your” is used three times in this verse? Your light … Your good deeds … Your Father in heaven. When you let your light shine before men, they glorify your Father in heaven. What begins on EARTH ends in HEAVEN. 

We do the shining and our Father in Heaven gets the glory. Light does not call attention to itself. It provides illumination so that other things can be seen as they really are. 

When people gather around a table to eat a delicious meal, they don’t praise the light by which they eat; they give the credit to the one who made the meal.

When the light of Christ shines to those around us, they see the beauty of our good works, the darkness falls away, they see spiritual reality, and God gets the credit.

CONCLUSION

Jesus Christ is all the salt and light this dark and rotten world needs.  He lives in us.  

He has given us a two-fold responsibility.  To be salt that prevents decay.  To be light that illuminates the darkness.

If you are a Christian you are salt and light right where you live.  You may feel small and feeble and ineffective.  But you are not.  You have a tremendous opportunity to be what Jesus made you.  All around us there is darkness and decay.  We are the world’s salt and light.  
The world doesn’t want salt and light.  “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light.”  Why?  “…because their deeds were evil.”  (John 3:19).  
The world won’t give you a Medal of Honor for being God’s Salt and Light Company.  But God will be glorified through your life, and that is what matters.    
Here are two simple commitments we can make this morning:

First of all is THE SALT COMMITMENT: I will be a purifying agent to hinder the spread of evil as God gives me the opportunity. 
That may mean speaking up at the office. It may mean refusing to get involved in certain traditions. It may mean rocking the boat where you work. It may mean taking some criticism for your faith. It may mean taking an unpopular stand on public issues. Remember, salt STINGS and then it CLEANSES.

Second, there is THE LIGHT COMMITMENT: I will illuminate the spiritual darkness around me by the boldness of my speech and the beauty of my life. 
That involves deeds of everyday kindness. It may mean going out of your way to help a friend. It means openly identifying yourself as a Christian. It will probably cost you some money and some time. When you’ve done your job, they won’t talk about you. They’ll talk about Jesus.
CHARGE

When Jesus looked over the multitudes of his day, he saw the corruption, disintegration of life.  And because of his love for them, he knew the thing they needed most was spiritual salt in order to arrest the corruption.  He also saw them as wrapped in gloom and sitting in darkness.  He knew they needed above all else, light.  And he has now commissioned you to follow him and be the salt of the earth and the light of the world in his name.   
PRAYER

Lord we ask you to forgive us for how we have failed to live according to our identity in your Son.  Give us the power to function in our world as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.

May our renewed commitment to take a bold stand against evil and for righteousness result in many people coming to see you more clearly and bring glory and honor to your Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

Give us a new vision of the difference we can make in our world. Amen.
